
The extraordinary calling of ordinary people
Ruth





Bethlehem



• Then: famine, death and childlessness

• Now: multiple tragedies still strike us

How different was Ruth’s world to ours?



How different was Ruth’s world to ours?



‘May the Lord show you kindness, as 
you have shown kindness to your dead 
husbands and to me. May the Lord 
grant that each of you will find rest in 
the home of another husband.’

Then she kissed them goodbye, and 
they wept aloud

Ruth 1, verses 8-9



Ordinary people … living in difficult times

How different was Ruth’s world to ours?
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